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NEWSLETTER 5

March 2010

Welcome to issue 5 of our newsletter and an opportunity to share with you our latest news and information about upcoming events. Please tell your colleagues and networks about us if you think they might be interested - and direct them to our website www.5x5x5creativity.org.uk where they can sign up to our mailing list.

NEWS

5x5x5=creativity/Earlyarts partnership: Pathfinder Programme

5x5x5=creativity is excited to be involved in the Earlyarts Pathfinder programme. Earlyarts is a national professional development network for those working in the arts, cultural and early years sectors. The network provides a range of high quality resources and services to support the training needs of professionals working creatively with young children and families. 

The Pathfinder programme is designed to bring together key strategic organisations and build a national cooperative, skills and resource-sharing infrastructure for people working creatively with young children and families. As part of the South West regional Pathfinder Hub that includes Thrive Somerset, DepARTure Arts, DAISI, MADE and Folk South West, 5x5x5=creativity will be offering a professional development day as part of the programme on 21 May 2010 at Bath Royal Literary and Scientific Institute: Intelligent materials: using natural and recycled materials to support creativity in the Early Years. For more information and booking details go to www.earlyarts.org.uk
South Bank residency

5x5x5=creativity has been offered a residency at the South Bank Centre in London and will be inviting 5x5x5 research participants to use the space to develop collaborative relationships with our new research cohort in Kingston Upon Thames and research partner The Bow Arts Trust. The residency will also offer a space for bringing together creative professionals interested in developing dialogue networks for artists and mentors around socially engaged participatory practise and exchange of ideas at a deeper level.
Exeter Futures Institute

5x5x5=creativity is participating in The Educational Futures Research Group coordinated by Professor Anna Craft from Exeter University (and Patron of 5x5x5). This research group, formed in 2008, brings together researchers engaged in educational futures research and development activity: Futures Curriculum – developing innovative resources/programmes for 21st century challenges including sustainability and plurality; Futures Capabilities – capacity building helping teachers, leaders and learners, develop skills, habits, strategies, dispositions to face the future more successfully; Futures Experiments – implementing and working with live experimental models.

________________________________________________________________
FORTHCOMING EVENTS:

5x5x5=creativity /Earlyarts Professional Development Day: 21 May 2010, Bath: Intelligent Materials – using natural and recycled materials to support creativity in the Early Years

This whole day event will look at working with possibilities of intelligent materials with young children in the expression and exploration of ideas. Speakers will include Penny Hay, Director of 5x5x5=creativity, James Aldridge, ecological artist and mentor with 5x5x5. Delegates will have the opportunity to explore these materials and their creative possibilities themselves in workshops led by James and Penny. For booking details or information on becoming a member of the Earlyarts network, please go to: www.earlyarts.co.uk
Creativity Conference - 18 June 2010 Bath Spa University: Making Waves

This year’s conference will offer opportunities to reflect upon and commit to shaping the future direction of learning and teaching that meets the needs of young people’s creativity.
Keynote speakers will address topics including creative values, transformation and the nature of creativity and include: Pat Chapman, Director of Schools, Creativity, Culture and Education (CCE), Shan Maclellan, Director of Learning at the Southbank Centre, London, Professor Anna Craft, Exeter University and Professor Iram Siraj-Blatchford, Institute of Education. For details please contact Julia Butler: Julia@5x5x5creativity.org.uk
________________________________________________________________

UPDATES:

Research 2009 – 2010

Now in our 10th year of research, this year we continue our work with early years, special schools, primary settings and increasingly secondary schools in partnership with Local Authorities in B&NES, Bristol, North Somerset, Somerset and South Gloucestershire, and artists and cultural centres across the South West. 
Three schools In B&NES have started on their journey working towards whole school transformation and a creative curriculum. One of those schools, St Andrew’s, is working alongside the egg theatre in Bath in an exciting new initiative that involves the children in residency at the children’s theatre. 

We are also very pleased to be working with a new cohort in Kingston with 5 infant schools and Children’s Centres supported by the Local Authority. We have appointed 5 local artists and start research work this month, linking up with cultural centres in the area.

If you are interested in participating in the research as a school, artist or cultural centre, please contact us for more information julia@5x5x5creativity.org.uk
________________________________________________________________

Professional development 2010

5x5x5=creativity runs integral professional development sessions as part of our research work. We can also offer bespoke professional development to suit the needs of your school or organisation. If you are interested in finding out more please contact Penny Hay at penny@5x5x5creativity.org.uk
5x5x5=creativity/ReFocus

ReFocus Bath/Bristol and 5x5x5=creativity recently held a half-day seminar at BRLSI in Bath on Creative Transformations: sharing models of change in early years, primary and secondary schools. The afternoon was one of stimulating discussion and from the evaluations, inspired many of our delegates to look at ways of developing their own creative practice. 

ReFocus is the UK network of early childhood educators, artists and others inspired by Reggio Emilia, and offers membership and study tours to Reggio Emilia through Sightlines Initiative. 

The language of photography

Sightlines are running a national action research project for ReFocus members to explore how children use photography as a language. For details contact Emma Pace: emma@sightlines-initiative.com. 

You can find more information about the ReFocus Network at: www.sightlines-initiative.com
________________________________________________________________

Online exhibition showcasing 2008-2009 research

Our most recent research work can be seen online at on our website www.5x5x5creativity.org.uk alongside case studies from previous years. Our annual evaluation report is available from julia@5x5x5creativity.org.uk. All our publications and our ‘100 Voices’ DVD are available to buy from our website by downloading an order form and sending it to us or by contacting us on info@5x5x5creativity.org.uk
Researching Children Researching the World: 5x5x5=creativity

Edited by: Susi Bancroft, Mary Fawcett and Penny Hay

Published by Trentham Books, ‘Researching Children Researching the World: 5x5x5=creativity’ considers the philosophical framework of 5x5x5=creativity based on valuing children as competent creative learners, the context and history of the approach, case studies and adults’ and children’s stories of transformative learning, the practical framework of the collaborative researchful practice and integrated working in partnerships.

Available from www.trentham-books.co.uk and all good bookshops: rrp £16.99

________________________________________________________________
Tell us what you think!

We would love to have your feedback on this newsletter – what else would you like to hear about? If you have any 5x5x5 related news or events that you would like to highlight then please let us know. We also welcome your input and suggestions for our website so get in touch and tell us what you think info@5x5x5creativity.org.uk

If you would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter please email info@5x5x5creativity.org.uk
