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The ReFocus Network

What is the ReFocus Network?

The ReFocus Network has been a project in development since 1995. Sightlines Initiative was founded as a charity in 1997 by the organisations Director Robin Duckett and hosts the ReFocus Network.  Initially the focus of the organisation was to develop collaborative creative projects at a local level taking inspiration from the preschools and infant toddler centres in Reggio Emilia in Northern Italy.  Sightlines began to organise study trips to Reggio Emilia and became the UK reference point for Reggio Children.  A good relationship and strong links have been sustained ever since.   

Sightlines Initiative continues to organise study trips and develop projects at a local level but also organises regional and national conferences, training, consultancies, advice and support across the UK. 

Sightlines has created a membership system and website facility which gives members access to up to date information (see ‘members benefits’ below) and has fast become a point of contact for those wishing to access information, support and services. 

A core group of committed individuals with shared values and perspectives has evolved.  This core group have met frequently to discuss future possibilities, developments and directions for the network and has now become formally established as the ReFocus Board.  Over time the board has reached agreement on the aims, characteristics and shared perspectives of the network. 

In 2005 Sightlines Initiative secured funding for the post of ‘ReFocus Development Officer’ to manage the network.

· ReFocus is the UK network of early childhood educators, artists and others influenced in their practice by the pre schools of Reggio Emilia.

· Sightlines Initiative develops, hosts, and orchestrates the ReFocus Network via the ReFocus Board and ReFocus development Officer and was formally constituted in 2004 by SightLines Initiatives Board of trustees.

· ReFocus organises international, national and regional professional development opportunities for those working in the field of early years education.

· ReFocus has created a membership system and website facility which gives members access to up to date information and has fast become a point of contact for those wishing to access information, support and services. 

· ReFocus has supported the development of ‘ReFocus regions’ within the UK. It is a term used to describe a regional learning group or community inspired and influenced by the pedagogical approach of Reggio preschools. Each of the regions support local interest and initiatives as well as influencing LEA policy development. 
What does it mean to be a ReFocus member?

As a ReFocus member you will be part of a growing and dynamic community and learning group and will receive the following benefits:

· Bi- annual Journal and termly newsletter

· E - Bulletins containing Information on current UK regional initiatives; news of local, national and international events (– seminars, conferences, exhibitions, study weeks etc)

· Web-based forum discussion groups for debate and exchange of ideas and experiences

· Access to and contributing to a growing documentation and research centre

· Access to ReFocus collection of reports, Articles and archive of project work

· Use of member’s database

· Discounted rates for UK events.

· ReFocus Consultancy

How to join

New members will need to fill in proforma attached and send with payment to Sightlines Initiative Membership will be activated once payment is received. Please make cheques payable to SightLines Initiative. Members will be given a user name and password to access the ReFocus website and membership will be renewable on annual basis.

Membership Fees 

Students/unwaged

               £20

Individual


               £45

Library


               
  £60

Small group membership
               £140

(Settings up to 10 people)

Large group membership
              £250

(Settings up to 30 people)

Institutional membership
              £400

(Organisations up to 50 people)

Corporate membership (e.g. LEA’s, academic centres) by arrangement

For more information please visit: www.sightlines-initiative.com
Or contact Emma Pace, ReFocus Development Officer:emma@sightlines-initiative.com
ReFocus membership application form

If you are interested in becoming a Refocus member please fill in your details below and we will contact you regarding your application. Please post this form with payment to Emma Pace at Sightlines Initiative.

Which category of membership do you wish to apply for?
student/library/individual/small group/large group/Institution

Title

Name: 

Surname: 

Profession: 

Address (work or home) 

Invoice address if different from above: 

Post town: 

County: 

Postcode:

Phone:

Fax: 

E-mail:

Preferred Username: 

Preferred Password: 

Please send payment together with this application form to: ReFocus. 20 Great North Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE2 4PS. Regards Emma Pace (ReFocus Development Officer)

