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As our project developed we were 
fascinated by the depth of 
collaboration that was taking place.  
We observed children’s individual 
ideas and experiences gradually 
connecting and weaving together to 
eventually emerge as small or whole 
group improvised dances, stories and 
role plays.  In our reflections on the 
flow and development of ideas during 
a session we noticed: 
 
 the improvisations that were 

emerging each week seemed to 
rely on an intuitive interaction 
between the children and adults.  

 
 making clear choices at the 

beginning and during a session 
moved the improvisations 
forward because they allowed 
new possibilities to emerge. 

 
 allowing children and adults to 

interchange between roles 
(making choices, directing, doing, 
observing, documenting) gave 
shape and direction to the 
improvisation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Possibilities emerging 

Jazz music - Fabric hanging - Different floor surfaces 

Running – Jumping – Sliding - Rolling on parts of body – Stamping - Running through fabric 
 

Resources 
Silver mat – “slippery 
rock” 
Vinyl square – “burning” 
Grey lino – “a boat” 
 

Individual 
Evie: “I’m a Unicorn I can do anything.” 
Thibaut: “I’m a shark - I can turn into anything I 
want.  I’ve got super powers can break bad spells.” 

Space 
Making a tunnel with resources 
Really comfy bed 
 
 

Rachel:  “Shall we go in the boat? ” 
Bridie:  “Lets go to chocolate land”. 
Rachel to Super hero (Thibaut): “Would you like to come with us?” 
Thibaut:  “I can only come if there are bad spells to get rid of”. 
Bridie:  “There are bad spells in chocolate land”. 
Thibaut:  “I am the boss of chocolate land.” 
They decide the bad spells are bad dreams.  These are in all of the chocolates. 
Nirmal:  “We need more chocolate.” 
Rachel and Bridie make new chocolate helped by Evie and Thibaut. 
 
 

Initial Provocation/choice 

 

Exploration 

Possibilities 
emerging 

The children decide they need a way to protect the chocolate from the baddies. 

Nirmal: “We can have our 
own land that we can make 
and no one can get in.”  
Thibaut: “Then if they 
come we can say private.” 

Bridie: “Let’s make lots of chocolate 
so that the baddies will never be 
able to choose the right one.” 
Thibaut: “The question in my mind 
is how do we show the people 
which is the good one.” 
 

Child:  “Let’s get a huge 
monster to protect and get 
the baddies.” 
Charlotte: “I want to be a 
baby mud monster”. 
Evie: “I want to be an 
Octopus.” 
 

Group role play 
improvisation 

Choice 

Movement improvisation The children become the mud monster and octopus 
using the fabric to transform themselves.  Rachel is the 
baddie.  A movement sequence is improvised to music 
in which the baddie is killed by the monsters and 
buried. 

Example of a session to reveal strands of improvisation 

   

 
 

 
“Having done this I understand what improvisation is and that it happens in the classroom all the time. I’ll now 
recognise it, have a greater awareness, go with it and know how to support it. I’d be prepared to scrap the lesson 
plan, accept their ideas and go with them.”    Sara Shear Year 1 Class Teacher 


